A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

arts are used more on this side the world, as the
rendering darker things visible, seems to be more
the case on that side ; and as I am inquiring rather
what our magicians practise without the Devil,
than what the Devil or any other spirit practises
without the magician, I come to bring all these
things down to your immediate understanding.

We have been diving into mysteries long enough,
and been serious till perhaps you are tired; for a
little grave doings wearies us at this time of day;
let us see if the subject will afford us any diversion.
The age is witty beyond measure, and not a little
wicked too ; but whence is it that we have no
magic in our wit? It is not many years ago, since
the sprightly part of human wit relished with man-
kind, and men were bright by mere inspiration ; the
good spirits, if such there are, dictated things of
value to the minds of men, they conversed in the
very confines of the mysterious world, but without
raptures and agitations ; they had the sublime with-
out the infernal, the humid without the horrid;
they had the fire without the brimstone; they
could laugh without bawdy, and jest without blas-
phemy ; talk without buffoonery, and vote without
bribery ; write without pedantry, and read without
party.

But now, bless us all! how strangely is the course
of things changed; what with good spirits and bad
spirits, we do everything without spirit; we are all
magic, and no witchcraft, the Devil without the
Devil; we laugh without a jest, and jest without
wit; we write without sense, and read without
taste; we are lewd beyond whoredom, and devout
beyond religion; we preach without doctrine, are
religious without principles ; pray without doxology,
and worship without a God.

Now, how shall we do to find out the magic of